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LESSONS LEARNED –  
A WARNING! .. FORMER RUSSIAN-CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT 
 

One of a series of papers for business jet owners 
 
This document represents a considered opinion of the author at the time of writing, and is provided for guidance purposes only 
and in good faith.  It is not to be considered as professional advice and is provided on the express understanding that Tropicbird 
Aviation Limited, the author, and/or respective servants and agents shall not be held liable for all or any of the statements and 
opinions contained therein and/or expenses which may result directly or indirectly from the use thereof.  A party should always 
exercise caution and ensure that it has both independent expert and legal advice in entering into any related transaction.  
 

 
NUMBERS 
 

A large number of business jets are and have been owned by Russian-controlled entities, particularly in 
the European states of the United Kingdom, Luxembourg, Austria, Malta and Germany, and through a 
number of off-shore companies in the Isle of Man, British Virgin Islands, Panama and Belize.  Many of 
these aircraft have been registered to well-known management companies, whether operated privately 
or commercially.  Aircraft particularly favoured in recent years have been the Gulfstream G550 and 
G650, and Bombardier Global models, though all models are involved. 
 
THE PROBLEM 
 

Aircraft sold or transacted post international sanctions effected on Russian owners, including in many 
cases beneficial even if not named parties, may well have changed hands in contravention of strict 
sanctions imposed by key bodies.  Lawyers, management companies, operators, corporate managers, 
maintenance organisations, banks and financiers, and aircraft brokers and sales companies may to a 
greater or lesser extent have played a role in knowingly or unknowingly breaking or bi-passing sanctions.  
In some cases, sanctions will have been circumvented by using certain jurisdictions and, in others, just 
by taking advantages of legal loopholes or perhaps ‘smoke and mirrors’. 
 

Aircraft involved may therefore be seized at any time, ownership challenged, with all parties, including 
new owners and other related parties, being potentially named in serious contentious Court actions that 
may last several years and take millions of dollars to fight.  Aircraft may well be rendered unusable over 
time and have little or no value yet also have mounting fees and charges accruing throughout.  Insurers 
may properly withdraw cover. 
 
ASKING QUESTIONS 
 

There will be calculated and pre-determined answers to obvious questions.  Parties will hide behind 
verbal assurances, corporate emails and documentation, some of which may be highly questionable.  
 

Seek personal written assurances, not those protected by corporate limited liability or any form of 
disclaimer as to truth, in order to preserve the ability of opening up a claim against an individual and 
their personal assets.  This soon focuses attention, as personal homes are on the line to support 
statements made.  Do your own KYC and searches. 
 

Review aircraft’s flight movement history by accessing online, and if appropriate buying historical data, 
which may show an aircraft’s real use over time.  Review logbooks and other aircraft records to 
determine which city pairs were routinely flown. 
 
PROVENANCE 
 

An aircraft, like a piece of artwork, should have clear and genuine provenance.  If in doubt, then do not 
take the risk as the aircraft may prove worthless. 
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Gary Palin is an acknowledged industry expert in the field of aviation management, having led the contracting of over 300 aircraft 
in a career spanning over 40 years in the sector.  He has bought, sold and operated most jet aircraft types, including all principal 
business jet and airline models, and served for many years as Accountable Manager for the fleet operations of complex aircraft 
across the globe. 
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